KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbai, 13 November

LAST month, Arjun Malhotra,
co-founder of HCL Technolo-

giesand CEO Headstrong,an .

IT consulting firm, donated
around S crore to his alma
mater Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Kharagpur.

Malhotra, a 1970 BTech :

from IIT Kharagpur, has de-
cided to pledge $5 million (¥25
crore) during the golden ju-
bilee of the institute, which will
use the money to establish the
G S Sanyal School of Telecom-
munication in the name of the
former IIT director and facul-
ty member.

When it comes to raising
funds, ITTs are clearly the big
daddy of the business. IIT
Bombay, fori ce, has over
the last decade, generated 2200
crore, only via donations from
its alumni.

Other ITT alumni who have
givenback to their alma mater
include N R Narayana Murthy
(Chairman Emeritus, Infosys
Technologies), Nandan
Nilekani (Infosys Technologies
co-founder and chairman of
Unique Identification Author-
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ing Director at Inventus Capi-
tal), Vinod Gupta (founder and
CEO of Database101.com and
Everest Group, LLC)and Vin-
od Khosla (co-founder Sun Mi-

ity of India), Romesh Wad-
hwani (Chairman & CEO of
- Symphony Technology and
founder Wadhwani Founda-
tion), Kanwal Rekhi (Manag-

and many more.
Till recently, for IIT Bom-
bay, bulk of the donations were
raised in the US, where close
0 90 per cent of funds con-
tributed were by large donors

with some 25 donors givingin
excess of $100,000.

“We encourage smaller do-
nations from alumni across the
world,” the institute had said
inapress statement this Au-
gust. “It works on the premise
thatif S0 per cent of IIT Bom-
bay’s 40,000 string alumni
choose to donate a mere
10,000 to their alma mater, IIT

Bombay would have acces§ to
an additional ¥20 crore atits
\disposal.”
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IITs remain big daddy of fund-raisers, Bombay leads the pack

Gaitonde Lecture Hall Complex,
D S Foundation Gymkhana and
Victor Menezes Convention
Centre among others.
Donations to IITs are whol-
1y tax-deductible for both cor-
porate bodies and individuals,

. with 100 per cent exemption

under Section 80G of the In-
come Tax Act. To facilitate for-
eign donations, various IITs
have acquired non-profit tax
exemption status in the US.

AtIIT Madras, the coffer is
filling up too. Per year, the in-
stitute generates overs Y10
crore. This in addition to hav-
ing alumni-sponsored infra-
structure on campus.

“We use faculty to coordi-
nate fund-raising,” says R Na-
garajan, Advisor, Office of
Alumni affairs, IIT Madras.
“Thisis not done ata profes-
sional level. We just ask alum-
ni to volunteer contributions.”

Early this year, IT Bombay
and IIT Madras came up with

ascheme wher d

fund raising theme, but we use
ittobeintouch and stay con-
nected,” adds Nagarajan.

IIT Delhi, however, says in
the past decade, contributions
from its alumni would be any-
where around 375 crore. The
institute which has got ag-
gressive on fund raising in the
last four years has garnered a
neatT40 crore plus in the past
year-and-a-half from two of its
ex-students.

“Seeking donations from
alumni members has picked up

Ghosh, dean, alumni and ex-
ternal relationship at IIM
Ahmedabad.

“Ifyoudoascale compari-
son, IITs fare better than IIMs
when it comes to receiving
from their students,” he says.
“ButitisalsoafactthatIITs
have created more technoen-
trepreneurs largely from the
Silicon Valley. Probably in
IIMs there are not too many
success stories.”

At 1IM-A, corpus from
alumni donation could be

DONATIONS TO ITs ARE WHOLLY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
FOR BOTH CORPORATE BODIES AND INDIVIDUALS,
with 100 per cent exemption under Section 80G of the
Income Tax Act. To fadilitate foreign donations, various IfTs
have acquired non-profit tax exemption status in the US

only in the last few years,”
notes professor Ashok Gupta,
Dean, alumni affairs and in-
ternational programmes. “Un-
like universities in the west, we

ascheme everygrad-
uating class is asked to pledge
any amount they wish to, for
their institute, before they
1

process, IIT-
Balsounveiled anew online do-
‘nations portal. Over 40 per cent
of the funds donated have gone
toinfrastructure projects that
include the Kanwal Rekhi
School of IT, Shailesh Mehta
School of Management,

th pus. A year after
they graduate, the institute re-
minds them if they wish to
make good the pledge.

“The first year, the student
participation was 40 per cent.
Last year, 80 per cent pledged.
Wedon’tlook at it as amajor

have neverreally tapped into

our alumni network and sought
donations aggressively.”

DIFFERENT AT IIMs
While the IITs say they stand
tall when it comes to their stu-
dents paying back to the alma
mater, the Indian Institutes of
Management do not have much
to boast about.

Agrees professor Atanu

around less than ¥10 crore. The
institute says donations hap-
penfor creating infrastructure
—anew dormitory, technolo-
gy renovation, supporting
noedv chidants and anantine o
needy students and creatinga
sport complex.

IIM Bangalore’s corpus
from alumni donation is not
very different from that of
IIM-A. These institutes have
recently got serious about
fund raising from their alum-
ni network. IIM-A is trying to
connect with its alumni and in
the last one year, created a
new position to manage alum-
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“IIMs have never really put
thought behind leveraging
their alumni network,” says the
director of an IIM who does not
wish to be identified. “Itis on-
ly in the past couple of years
that IIMs have decided to get
aggressive on this front. Large-
ly our corpus from alumni do-
nations would not go beyond
¥7-10 crore.”

According to Ghosh, the en-
tire culture of giving back toal-
ma mater and connect with
alumni is much stronger inter-
nationally.

And, Indian institutes will
have to work onboth fronts —
changing the culture and also
take initiative (at the institute
level) to have more stronger re-
lationship with alumni.

But Nagarajan thinks that
for IITs, seeking donation is
pretty much need based due to
their sheer size. “IITs are huge
institutions,” he notes. “They
offer both, an undergraduate
and a post graduate pro-
gramme for reasonable batch
sizes. The IIMs on the other
hand, are able to charge high
tuition fee and don’t need funds
asmuch.”

IIM faculty members dif-
fer. “Donating to one’s alma
mater is largely about their
connection with the campus,”
says Ghosh.
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"The tablet as a pill

Using technology alone won't improve India’s quality of education

Madhav Chavan

1 he launch of the Aakash tablet has
attracted a lot of attention primarily
because of its price and also the role

the government seems to be playing in mak-
ing it available initially to college students
at a subsidised rate. Of course, we recall
that the %1 lakh car in the end costs twice
asmuch on the road and the $100 personal
computer that made news a few years ago
was beaten by the $300 notebooks in the
market. Yet, the idea of giving students
access to a reasonably priced personal
tablet is exciting.

B0, what do we expect Aakash to actually
achieve? It is certain to drive the prices
down but will its use be restricted to higher
education and in upper income private
schools? Or, will it also find utility in gov-
ernment schools in the secondary, upper
primary and primary sections? Clearly,
affordability of the technology willnot be a
major issue in about five years. Will it drive
the quality of education in the country?

Most enthusiasts of using information
and communication technology (ICT} in
education often miss the crucial new ele-
ment that the technology introduces. PCs,
the Internet, cell phones, and now the tab-
lets together with cloud computing are all
about random aceess to information and
knowledge. Add to this the availability of
direct-to-home (DTH) TV technology that

can allow beaming of ideal classroom ‘les-
sons’ at affordable prices. Further, knowl-
edge is not only becoming freely available
but has a tendency to become available free
or at rapidly dropping costs.

Wikipedia is an example of a knowledge
‘movement’. There are sources and projects
that make books and information avail-
able free of cost, The Khan Academy is an
example of cost-free access to academic
learning, and a little organised search on
YouTube and other sites can throw up a
huge amount of non-academie but valuable
knowledge that anyone can access. This
random access and already overwhelming
body of knowledge outside the education
system is in complete contradiction with
the centralised system of schooling and
certification. The mindset is the main block.
The education system of today has a linear
assembly line mindset of the early 20th
century, while the technology spreading
outside this system among young people
in all economic groups is encouraging a
different non-linear mindset.

Although technological and economic

« The world in our hands: At the faunch cerem:

barriers are breaking down to make knowl-
edge accessible free or nearly free of cost
up to a certain level, there are several bar-
riers that are not easily surmountable for
more than 50% of India. First, most of the
knowledge available on the internet is in
English. It is not a matter of mere transla-
tion of English content but also a matter
of ereating indigencus content in Indian
languages.

Second, the school system does not
teach children even the basies of reading,
comprehension and writing to be able to
freely access and absorb any knowledge.
It does not encourage curiosity and kills
all enthusiasm for learning. Third, which
is related to the second, is that the educa-
tion system does not acknowledge anything
outside the textbooks as knowledge and it
has no regard for skills. While universities
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and colléges aredead places where creation
of knowledge is concerned, innovations and
enterprise are growing in practically every
field outside the education system.

Fourth, the education system tries
to fit the technology to serve its dead
content and dull processes that deliver
a linear curriculum rather than taking
advantage of the randomness of access
to live knowledge that the technology
facilitates. Using ICT without changing
the mindset about education will not
improve the system of education. The tah-
let alone is unlikely to cure the patient. It
requires a change of lifestyle as physicians
often say.

Madhav Chavan is CEO, Pratham
Education Foundation
The views expressed by the author are personal
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No. of Indian Students Enrolled
in US Colleges Falls in 5 Years

ISHANIDUTTAGUPTA -
NEW DELHI

The number of Indian stu-
dents enrolled in the US col-
leges and universities fell for
the first time in five years in
academic year 2010-11, ac-
cordingtoaUSreport.

Indian students, the second
largest internationalcohortin
the US, decreased by 1% to
104,000 while the Chinese grew
t0 158,000, or nearly 22% of the
total international student
population, the Open Doorsre-
port said. International stu-
dents at US colleges and uni-
versitiesrose 5% t0723,277.

For Institute of International
Education, the organisation
which publishes the Open
Doors report in partnership
with the US department of
state's bureau of educational
and cultural affairs, the fall in
numbers of Indian studentsin
the US is not very significant.
IIE president & CEQO Allan
Goodman said there are twice
as many Indian students en-
rolled in higher education in
the US than inthenextleading
host country, the UK.

They include the total num-

OTHER OPTIONS

ber of Indian students who
are currently in the US, in-
cluding those who finish one
level and move on to the next,
and others who are on their
two-year optional practical
training period.

*“A drop inthis number shows
among other things, a larger
number of students leaving
the US after their higher stud-
ies and adrop in the total grad-
uate enrolments from India,”
says Vijaya Khandavilli, an
education consultant in Delhi.
She said students going to US
are now becoming more cost-
conscious, choosy and brand
aware.

Goodman said the trend was
probably a result of the eco-
nomic slowdown and low em-
ploymentrates in the US.

“The US economy is now
picking up and s¢ are interna-
tional student enrolments in
the US. This is likely to show
up in next year'sreport,” says
Rahul Choudaha, a New York-
based education expert. .

The report said China stood
first for: the second year in a
row. South Korea came third
with more than 73,000 stu-
dents. “One reason for an in-
creased flow of Chinese and
Korean students to the US is
probably their willingness to
fund their own studies. Indi-
an students, who enjoy ahuge
advantage over most other
countries, intermsof English
language skills, however are
looking for scholarship op-
tions and could sometimes

‘dropplanstostudy intheUSif

funds are not available,” says
Daniel C Levy, distinguished
professor at the University of
Albany. For the 10th straight
year, the University of South-
ern California topped with
8,615 international students
in 2010-11.

University of Illinois was
second with 7,991 followed by
the New York University with
7,988 foreign students.
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HRD website misleads
students

The department of higher
education under the ministry

of HRD seems to be doing
quite opposite to what it is
supposed to do — prevent
students from going to unau-
thorised institutions. A web-
site page talking about the
Mational Acereditation
Assessment and Accred-
itation Council (NAAC) gives
the council URL as naacin-
din.org, The URL takes you to
a window showeasing many
unknown educational
institutions. Hope at-least by
the next admissions season,
the department babus wake
up to change it to nasc.govin
the official website of

NAALC.
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ICon Steve

Jobs now part
of B-school
curriculum

Sruthy Susan Ullas | tun

Bangalore: As the world 1=
still in awe of
Steve  Jobs'
innovation, a
B-school in
Bangalore 1=
exploring the
managerial
skills  that
Steve Jobs made him the
—————— ‘best CEO of
the decade’. Institute of Fi-
nance and International
Management (IFIM) has in-
troduced Steve Jobsas part of
their curriculum.

The life and works of Jobs
will bestudied in detail by the
management students as a
part of their topic on leader-
ship. The institut e had earlier
introduced a topic on Indian
cricketer M 8 Dhoni. The stu-
dents will study the qualities
that made Jobsan iconic busi-
nessman who  transformed
the lifestyle of people around
the warld with human tech-
nology  interaction. “Every-
thing in business comes down
to the product. Breakthrough
innovation requires creativi-
ty and creativity requiresthat
we think differently Steve
Jobs constantly tried to ex-
plore and innovate to change
the world,” said Shaji Kurien,
assistantprofessor, IFIM.

The paper says that he had
a salesman’s enthusiasm for
the product and an evange-
list’s Bible thumping passion.
Calling him a brand fanatic,
the paper explains, “He has
based the leadership culture
of Apple on brand fanaticism
and radical customer devo-
tion. The unadulterated loy-
alty often involves brand-cen-
iric fan groups. Steve Jobs
and Apple not only created a
great Apple comimunity, but
Steve himself was a great
brandfanatic.”

When Steve rejoined Ap-
ple, oneof his first moves was
to lop off dozens of Apple
products to focus onjust four
Steve's customer orientation
was different. He has been ve-
rveffective at puttinghimself
in theconsumer’sshoesbutis
not afraid to decide what the
consumer actually needs or
what is best for them. Under-
standing his limitations and
invitir le to join his
teaim \Fislgfsjéjhisn‘a]dmﬂ ark.
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| AAI chief bags IIT Roorkee
distinguished alumnus award

NEW DELHL: VP Agrawal, der the category of “Corpo-
chairman, Airports Author- rate Development/Entre-

ity of India was conferred  preneurship”, Agrawalis the
the Distinguished Alumnus  first from the 1976 batch to

Award by IIT Roorkee un-  be conferred the award. Ens

Pioneer, ND 14/11/2011 P-10
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Alrpor!s Authonty of India Chauman VP Agama! receives the IlT Roorkee's
Distinguished Alumni Award 2011 from Prof Pradipta Banesji, Director IT

Rootkee. He has been conferred upon this award in the category of *Corporate
Development / Entreprengurship”,
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